Your Name Here

Your Address Here
James S. Bedwell

Forest Supervisor United States Department of Agriculture

Arapaho Roosevelt National Forests and Pawnee National Grassland

240 West Prospect Road

Fort Collins, CO 80526

Today's Date Here

Re:  Request for Funding to Survey the Pawnee National Grassland

Dear Mr. Bedwell,

The Pawnee National Grassland contains 193,060 acres of prairie and offers ideal habitat for black-tailed prairie dogs. However at present, prairie dogs inhabit only 1,659 acres of that habitat.  Surely, the Pawnee National Grassland can render more than 1,659 acres to prairie dog habitat!  

I write this letter to ask you to fund the completion of a Prairie Dog Management Plan for the Pawnee National Grassland (PNG).  Steve Currey, District Ranger of the Pawnee National Grassland, is willing to consider relocation of prairie dogs onto the grassland but only after he has completed an Environmental Assessment (EA) on the entire grassland.  Mr. Currey would like to complete an EA and write a Prairie Dog Management Plan to discuss management of prairie dogs on the entire Pawnee National Grassland, with relocation being a piece of that management.

As you know, scientists estimate a 98%-99% decline in historic black-tailed prairie dog acreage and the species has been deemed "warranted but precluded" for listing on the Endangered Species List.  At the same time, the rate of land development in Colorado is steadily increasing and urban sprawl is taking its toll on the prairie dog ecosystem.  Across the Great Plains, habitat destruction (including urban sprawl, coal-bed methane, and continued conversion to cropland), and prairie dog shooting and poisoning are degrading natural grassland ecosystems.  Hundreds of prairie dogs are exterminated each day.  Live relocation has become nearly impossible because pristine prairie acreage has become more difficult to locate.  In view of this situation, the black-tailed prairie dog is clearly at risk for extirpation or worse yet, extinction! 

As an advocate for conservation of the black-tailed prairie dog, I turn to you for help and I ask you to open the Pawnee National Grassland to prairie dogs relocated from sites that imperil them. As the new fiscal year approaches, please allocate funds sufficient enough to allow for a thorough, grassland-wide analysis in order to determine what portions of the grassland would be suitable to receive relocated prairie dogs.   Thank you.   

Sincerely,

Your Name Here
